
Californians are attending arts events  
less, however they are participating in  
arts in other ways:

The second part to this study, The Cultural Lives of Californians, will provide
a fuller understanding of how Californians are encountering, engaging with, and 
participating in art. The two-part study as a whole aims to evolve understanding 
of what arts participation is and to better understand the implications of  
the changing cultural landscape.
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Arts event attendance in 
California has fallen 10% *

58% 48%52%

* Arts events are defined as: dance performances, theater, jazz,  
classical music, opera, art museum, craft fair or arts festival.

Those attending  
arts events largely:

while, of  
California’s  
population,  
only:

INSIGHTS FROM THE NEA’S SURVEY OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE ARTS

A Closer Look at Arts  
Engagement in California 
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The SPPA gives insights into how art  
participation varies across California’s  
diverse population. Some examples:

Young adults ages 18-24  
have the highest rates of  
actively making and doing art  

Asian/Pacific Islanders  
are less likely than Non- 
Hispanic Whites to access  
arts using electronic media*
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Californians living outside 
of major metropolitan areas 
are more likely to access 
arts through TV and radio

55% 49% 41%
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*  Electronic media refers to: TV,  radio,  
handheld and mobile devices, internet,  
& DVD, CD, tape or record players.
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Immigrants are less  
likely to attend arts 
events than U.S.-born

60% 


